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I have been a Procurator Fiscal for 39 years, I am currently Procurator Fiscal for 

Homicide and Major Crime in Scotland. 

My previous post was Head of the Scottish Fatalities Investigation Unit (SFIU). I 

had been in that post since 2012, when the unit came into existence. The 

Scottish Fatalities Investigation Unit is responsible for investigating all sudden, 

unexpected, unexplained and uncertificated deaths in Scotland. Sub-units of 

SFIU dealt specifically with deaths in the Health and Safety context (HSD) and 

with deaths as a result of a Road Traffic collision (RTFIU). As head I had 

responsibility for all areas of work in SFIU, HSD and RTFIU. Essentially I was 

responsible for investigating all deaths occurring in Scotland which were not 

homicidal or suspicious of homicide. Staff in these units were based in Glasgow, 

Edinburgh, Inverness and Aberdeen. As there was no provision for on call cover 

for these units it fell to me to provide an out of hours on call service 24/365. 

Having been a Procurator Fiscal since 1983 I had had exposure and involvement 

in deaths investigation from my earliest days in the service. I have dealt with 

innumerable deaths of all description including some hundreds of murders. In 

the 2000s I had responsibility for the Glasgow deaths unit responsible for all 

deaths investigations, other than homicide, in Glasgow. I was, however, 

responsible for the homicides which occurred in my own Division. I was involved 

in all the deaths in custody which occurred in Glasgow during that time. I had 

received on the job training since 1983 and other training in the intervening 

years. More recently I provided training for my deputes, as well as training for 

members of the medical profession and police officers into aspects of deaths 

investigation. I have had significant involvement in deaths investigation of all 

types including deaths in custody. 




























